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PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this fact sheet is to highlight the impact of the COVID-19 health crisis on unemployment claims in the 
Mountain West region. This fact sheet presents data gathered from Opportunity Insights1 and provides unemployment 
claims data for five Mountain West states (Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah) as of May 9, 2020.  
 
ABOUT THE DATA: 
Researchers at Opportunity Insights created an interactive dataset that tracks various employment changes due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.2 This information is collected and publicly available from the Office of Unemployment Insurance 
at the Department of Labor on a weekly basis. The amount of total unemployment claims per state includes those already 
receiving benefits as well as new filers each week. 
 
KEY TAKEAWAYS: 
1. As of May 9, 2020, the Nevada unemployment claim rate was 22.4%; the national average was 14.1%. 
2. Both the highest and lowest unemployment claim rates in the country are found in Mountain West states; Nevada 
leads the nation with an unemployment claim rate of 22.4%, while Utah holds the nation’s lowest rate at 6.14%. 
3. For Nevada, unemployment claims data does not account for workers in the gig economy or those self-employed, 
as the State of Nevada did not accept unemployment claims for these individuals until May 16, 2020.3 As of May 
28th, some additional 65,000 Nevadans “filed claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA), which 
assists people who have historically been ineligible for normal state unemployment benefits.”4 
TERMS:  
Labor Force The sum of employed and unemployed persons.5 
Unemployed 
A person who is available for work, but does not have a job and has actively looked for work in the past 




The unemployment claim rate is calculated by multiplying the total number of claims filed by 100, and 
dividing by the 2019 Census population estimate, to determine employment claim rates per capita.7  
 
1 Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker. (2020, May). “Current Unemployment Claims per 100 People.” Retrieved from tracktherecovery.org 
2 Ibid. 
3 Torres-Cortez, R. (2020, May). “Nevada’s self-employed can apply for jobless benefits starting Saturday”. Las Vegas Sun. Retrieved from 
 https://lasvegassun.com/news/2020/may/14/nevada-self-employed-apply-unemployment-benefits. 
4 Rindells, M. (2020, May). “Long-awaited payments have begun for claimants through unemployment program for gig workers”. The Nevada Independent. 
Retrieved from https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/long-awaited-payments-have-begun-for-claimants-through-unemployment-program-for-gig-
workers. 
5 Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2020, May). Labor Force Characteristics. Retrieved from https://www.bls.gov/cps/lfcharacteristics.htm#laborforce. 
6 Ibid. 





Figure 1 shows the unemployment claim rate  for five Mountain West states. Nevada has the highest unemployment 
claim rate not only in the Mountain West, but nationally at 22.4%.  This signifies that almost one fourth of Nevada’s 
labor force population has filed for an unemployment claim by May 9, 2020. Utah has the lowest unemployment 
claim rate in the Mountain West and nationally at 6.14%. 
 
FIGURE 1: UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIM RATES IN THE MOUNTAIN WEST 
 
 
Adapted from data in Opportunity Insights economic tracker on May 28, 2020 which reflects data from May 9, 2020 (tracktherecovery.org). 
 
 
Table 1 presents the total amount of unemployment claims filed in each Mountain West state.8 Total labor force is the 
population of employed workers and those individuals who are unemployed but currently seeking a job, as recorded in 
April 2020. Claim rates are the percentage of the labor force population that has filed for unemployment since May 9, 
2020.9 National unemployment claim data are also included for comparison purposes.  
 
TABLE 1: UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS IN MOUNTAIN WEST STATES 
 Total Labor Force Unemployment Claims Claims Rate 
United States 131,045,000 23,100,000 14.10% 
Arizona 3,540,767 260,000 7.33% 
Colorado  3,069,181 285,000 9.04% 
Nevada 1,419,398 346,000 22.40% 
New Mexico 920,840 109,000 11.40% 
Utah 1,604,761 98,700 6.14% 
Source: Table adapted from data in Opportunity Insights economic tracker on May 28, 2020 which reflects data from May 9, 2020 (tracktherecovery.org). 
 
8 Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker. (2020, May). “Current Unemployment Claims per 100 People.” Retrieved from tracktherecovery.org 
9 Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2020, May). Current Employment Statistics- CES (National) Employment and Earnings Table B-1a. Retrieved from 
https://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/ceseeb1a.htm 
